'IRAQ,
For 'Iraq, the keystone of the upper arch of the overland route
to the East, H.M. Government had evolved the policy of
creating a state or series of states as part of a chain of friendly
countries between Europe and the borders of India. The new
'Iraq States, in accordance with the prevailing tendencies in
political thought, with the desire to honour, as far as con-
venient, British pledges and with the fundamental necessity of
easing the British taxpayers' burdens, for which the Northcliflfe
Press and other journals had taken up cudgels, were to be
administered according to the wishes of the inhabitants of the
country in so far as they coincided with strict British tutelage
and control.
With the policy of creating a chain of friendly states Lord
Curzon, Acting Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, had been
long in agreement.1 In late 1917 and early 1918, he had urged
their creation, particularly in Persia and in 'Iraq, in the
occupation of which he saw the logical climax to three centuries
of British activity in the Middle East. He had then held, in
common with other members of the Cabinet, including Sir
William Robertson,a that Germany, operating through prostrate
Russia, was still the chief enemy of Great Britain in Asia,
although concern had not been lacking that Bolshevik doctrines
might reach India, a fear which was later to become paramount.
He had proposed that neither Germany nor her allies should
ever again be permitted to occupy Palestine or Mesopotamia.
Every effort should be made to re-create Russia — 'even though
it may take ten or twenty years9 — as a bulwark against German
1	'It was all part of a perfectly definite and logical policy which had taken
shape with his first glance at the political map of Asia while still a boy at Eton,
and had remained clear-cut m his mind ever since.  It rested upon a single and
quite simple conception - the creation of a chain of buffer states stretching from
the northern confines of India to the Mediterranean sea, to serve as a screen,
giving protection against attack to India and the arterial line of communica-
tion between Great Britain at one end and Australia, New Zealand, and the
Far East at the other.'  Ronaldshay, Lord, The Life of Lord Curzon (3 vols.,
1928), Vol. in, p 209
2	For Sir William Robertson's strongly worded appreciation to the War
Cabinet, March I4th, 1918, see O.H., Vol. iv., p. 138,
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